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Car accidents can be life altering, leaving victims with serious injuries, medical bills 

and the need for legal action to get fair compensation. After a crash, it’s important 
to take certain steps to protect your health and legal rights.  
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At Keller Swan Personal Injury Attorneys we help accident victims through every part 
of their personal injury claim to get them paid.  
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Why These Steps Matter 
After a car accident the first steps you take can make a big difference in the outcome of 

your claim. Taking the right steps can help you build your case, gather evidence and 

avoid common mistakes that can hurt your claim. 

Biggest Car Accident Settlements in the Last 10 

Years 
Before we get to the 6 steps, let’s look at some of the biggest car accident settlements 

in the last decade to show you why having the right lawyer matters. 

1. State Farm Car Accident ($40 Million, 2015) 

One of the biggest car accident settlements was State Farm paying $40 million to a 

young woman who was permanently disabled in a rear end collision. This case shows 
why you need lawyers who can challenge the insurance companies. 

2. Fatal Drunk Driving in Texas ($35 Million, 2017) 

The family of a young man killed in a Texas drunk driving accident won a $35 million 

verdict against the drunk driver and the bar that over served him. This case shows why 
you need to get evidence on the at-fault party’s behavior and circumstances. 

3. Uber Accident in California ($20 Million, 2020) 

A big settlement in an Uber accident involving multiple passengers and the Uber driver 

was reached for $20 million. The case shows the complexity of rideshare cases and 
why you need to hold multiple parties accountable, including corporate entities. 

4. Pedestrian Accident in Florida ($18 Million, 2021) 

In a Florida case a family won $18 million for the wrongful death of a pedestrian hit 

by a distracted driver. This case shows why you need to take legal action against 
distracted driving, which is a major cause of accidents across the country. 
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6 After a Car Accident 
These 6 steps will protect your rights and help you build your case. Follow these and 

you’ll be better prepared for a personal injury claim. 

1. Check for Injuries and Get Medical Help 

Your health and well being are first. After a crash: 

 Check for injuries: Look for visible injuries on yourself and others involved. 

 Call 911: If anyone is injured, even if it seems minor. 

 Get medical help: Go to a doctor as soon as possible, some injuries (e.g.  
 whiplash, concussions) may not show up immediately. 

Documenting your injuries is key. Medical records are critical evidence for personal 

injury claims, they show the extent and cause of your injuries. 

2. Document the Crash Scene 

Get evidence at the scene. Take photos and videos of: 

 Vehicle damage: Get photos of all vehicles involved from multiple angles. 

 Accident location: Get photos of road conditions, traffic signs and skid marks. 

 Visible injuries: Document visible injuries as soon as possible. 

 Weather: Note the weather and lighting conditions at the time of the crash. 

These will be good evidence for your claim, to show fault and the severity of the 
accident. 
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3. Get Info from All Parties Involved 

Get information from all parties involved in the crash. Get: 

 Contact info: Full name, phone number and address. 

 Insurance: Insurance company and policy number. 

 Driver’s license and plate numbers: Get both license and vehicle plate 
numbers. 

If there are witnesses, get their contact info as well. Witnesses can provide statements 
if your case goes to trial or during settlement negotiations. 

4. File a Police Report 

Filing a police report is key for car accident claims: 

  Call the police: Even for minor accidents, it’s a good idea to call the police and file a 
report. 

  Get a copy: Ask the officer for a copy or how to get one. 

The police report will have important information: the officer’s opinion of fault, 
witness statements and details of the accident. 

5. Notify Your Insurer 

Most policies require you to notify your insurer immediately after an accident. Notify 
your insurer: 

 Keep it simple: Limit your statement to the facts of the accident. 

 Don’t admit fault: Insurance adjusters will try to reduce or deny your claim if  
 you admit fault or downplay your injuries. 

Your lawyer can help you communicate with your insurer so you don’t hurt your claim. 
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6. Get a Personal Injury Lawyer 

Having a lawyer on your side can make a big difference in your case. Personal injury 
lawyers can: 

 Give you legal advice: They’ll explain your rights and the process. 

  

 Evidence: Lawyers can get additional evidence, security footage or expert   opinions. 

  Representation: They negotiate with insurers and represent you in court if  
 needed. 

At Keller Swan Personal Injury Attorneys we have years of experience with car accident 
claims and getting fair results for our clients. 

Car Accident Claim FAQs 
1. The other driver’s insurance company is offering a settlement? 

Insurance companies often offer low initial settlements to settle claims fast. 

Before you accept any settlement, get an attorney. Accepting a settlement may 

limit your ability to get more compensation if you find out you have more injuries 
or expenses. 

2. How long do I have to file a car accident claim in Florida? 

In Florida the statute of limitations for a personal injury claim is four years from the 

date of the crash. But it’s best to start your claim as soon as possible, as gathering 

evidence and negotiating with insurers takes time. 

3. I was partially at fault for the accident? 

Florida is a comparative negligence state, so you can still recover even if you were 

partially at fault. But your recovery will be reduced by your percentage of fault. 
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4. How much is my car accident claim worth? 

The value of a car accident claim depends on medical bills, lost wages, pain and 
suffering and property damage. A lawyer can help you evaluate your case and give 

you an estimate of what your claim is worth. 

5. Can I sue for emotional distress after a car accident? 

Yes, in Florida you can claim emotional distress, including mental anguish, anxiety 

and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). These are part of a personal injury claim 

and can add to your overall settlement. 

6. I didn’t seek medical attention right away? 

Even if you didn’t get medical care right away you may still have a claim. But 

delayed medical care can make it harder to prove your injuries were caused by the 
accident. Get to a doctor as soon as you realize you’re injured and get an attorney 
to talk to about your case. 

7. Do I need a lawyer for a small car accident? 

Even small accidents can result in unexpected medical issues or claim 

complications. Get an attorney to make sure your rights are protected and you get 
fair compensation for any injuries or losses. 
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Car Accident Claim Challenges 
Filing a car accident claim can be tough. Some of the challenges are: 

1. Dealing with Insurers 

Insurance adjusters are trained to pay out as little 

as possible. They’ll downplay your injuries, argue 
fault or pressure you to settle for a low amount.  

A lawyer can handle communications with 
insurers and fight for fair compensation. 

2. Proving Fault 

Fault is key in a car accident case. If the other 

driver disputes fault or there are multiple parties 
involved, proving liability can get complicated.  

Police reports, witness statements and accident 
reconstruction experts can help your case. 

3. Damages 

Calculating damages means adding up medical 
bills, lost wages, future care costs and non-

economic damages like pain and suffering. A 

lawyer can make sure all damages are included in 
your claim. 



 

Why Keller Swan Personal Injury Attorneys? 

Keller Swan Personal Injury Attorneys have years of experience and a successful 
record of getting money for car accident victims. We are dedicated to our clients 
and will fight for you every step of the way. 

What We Do 

 Case Review:  

We look at all aspects of your accident, injuries and potential settlement. 

 Tough Negotiator:  

We negotiate with insurers and if necessary, go to court. 

 Experienced Team:  

Our lawyers know car accident claims and will get you the most money 
possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Get in Touch:  

Keller Swan Personal Injury Attorneys Today 

Keller Swan Personal Injury Attorneys 
can help you take the first steps and 

get the compensation you’re entitled 
to.  

Contact us today for a free 

consultation and let us help you on 
the road to recovery and justice. 
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